
Corn Husk Dolls for Juneteenth

Native Americans used the corn husks to weave clothing

and as food wraps for cooking. They act as nature's

packaging, keeping the corn moist and sweet. Perhaps you

have eaten a tamale, a Mexican food steamed in cornhusks.

The history of the corn husk doll dates back to Native

American craftsmanship. Corn husk dolls were also made

by enslaved African Americans. An enslaved child had

access to husks since their parents were harvesting the

fields. As you make the corn husk doll, remember to

consider the long history of children who would have made

this same type of doll.

The Legend of the No Face Doll

The Iroquois or Haudenosaunee are an indigenous tribe in northeast North America. The

Haudenosaunee people respect what they call the sustainers of life or the Three Sisters – Corn,

Beans and Squash. According to legend, the Corn Spirit was so happy to be one of the sustainers

of life that she asked the Great Spirit if there was anything more that she could do for her

people. The Great Spirit told her that a doll could be formed from her husk. So she made the

doll from her husk and gave the doll a beautiful face.

The doll went from village to village and played with the children. Everywhere she went

everyone told her how beautiful she was so she became conceited. The Great Spirit called to

her. Before she went into the Great Spirit’s lodge she looked into a pool of water to admire

herself. The Great Spirit told her that if she kept thinking that she was better than everyone

else, she would be punished but he wouldn’t tell her what it would be.

Again the doll went from village to village playing with the children and again everyone told her

how beautiful she was. It wasn’t long before she became conceited again. The Great Spirit

called her and once again she looked into the pool of water to admire herself before going into

the lodge. Upon entering, the Great Spirit said to her: “I have warned you so now a punishment

will come upon you.” When she left the lodge, she again looked into the pool of water to admire

herself, but this time she didn’t have a face. The Great Spirit had taken it away. The

Haudenosaunee people do not put a face on their corn husk dolls to remind people to never

think that they are better than anyone else.
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Corn Husk Dolls for Juneteenth

Materials needed:

Cornhusks (5 per doll, can be ordered from Amazon)

Yarn, string, raffia,  and/or rubber bands

Scissors

To soften the cornhusks before working with them,

soak the husks in warm water for 10 or more

minutes, and then lay them on a folded towel, ready

to use.

To make hair, loop the yarn about 10 times or more

to approximately the length of the corn husks. Tie

one end and cut the other.

Layer 2 corn husks on top on each other, place the

hair on top, and cover with 2 more husks.

Tie or rubber band the corn husks and the hair

together at the thinner end very tightly.

Flip around inside out, so the tied part is inside

forming the head, with the hair on the outside.

To make a head, tie a string about an inch below the rounded top formed

by the knot hidden underneath. The tie becomes the doll's neck.
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Corn Husk Dolls for Juneteenth

Make arms by rolling 1 husk into a tight tube, then tie

together in the middle. Place the arms between 2 of

the corn husks inside the corn husk body. Slide the

arms up as high as they will go up toward the neck

tie.

Tie a waist below the arms with string. Tie it tightly enough to firmly hold

the arms in place.

Tie each end of the arms. Trim if necessary.

If desired, part and braid the

hair into two or more braids.

For a doll wearing pants, separate the skirt into equal

portions. Tie at ankles. Trim evenly.

Cut the hair if you want.

Trim the skirt evenly so the doll

will stand up.
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